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School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive effect on student 
well-being, engagement and achievement? 

 
Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the Coast Salish 
peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude to the Musqueam people 
who honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language means sunshine. We would also like to 
offer our respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and to the elders and First Nation people who are with us 
today.  
 
Dear students, parents, guardians and staff,  
 
Congratulations to everyone for a fantastic school year where we took on many challenges and in Seaquam’s  
tradition of excellence, demonstrated success in a variety of curricular and extra-curricular initiatives. We  
should be proud of our students for their accomplishments throughout the school year within our school  
community and in the broader community. 
 
In the weeks leading to the end of the school year, our students were engaged in completing final projects,  
catching up on missed assignments and preparing for final and provincial exams. Our staff spent countless  
hours with our students to help them complete their tasks in preparation for the summer break. I recognize and  
applaud the effort, commitment and perseverance that our students demonstrated in completing the school year.  
 
At the end of each school year, we have a graduating class that will be moving to the next chapter of their lives  
to continue their education at a post-secondary institution, to enter the work force or to experience life by  
travelling. I thank our graduating students for their legacy of academic excellence, work ethic, innovation and  
service for future Seaquam graduates to emulate. I am honoured to have had the opportunity to get to know  
all of them as students and as individuals. I also want to thank the families of the graduating students for supporting 
their children and the school. A school community consists of more than the people within the building and the 
parents play a vital role in the success of our students. 
 
I want to acknowledge the contributions of our staff members who will be leaving our community.  
 
Ms. Ahuja, Mr. Barber (retiring), Mr. Bingley, Mr. Campbell, Ms. Charette (retiring), Ms. Collings, Ms. Emmott 
(leave), Mr. Minichilli, Ms. Ng (leave), Mr. Sekhon, Mr. Sidoo (retiring), Ms. Ursulak (leave), Ms. Pederson,  
Mr. Scarr, Mr. Sharpe 
 
Thank you for your support of our students in their pursuit of excellence. Your contributions will be  
missed and good luck in your future endeavours. 
 
As we move into the summer break, some students will take courses at Summer School to continue their  
education. I hope your Summer School experience is positive and you are able to successfully complete the  
course work. I applaud those students for their commitment to learning in an extension of the regular school  
year.  
 
Next year, we are excited about the implementation of Flex Time and the Mental Health Curriculum. Both of these 
initiatives will have a positive impact on our student’s success. We will be providing more details on both initiatives 
at the beginning of the next school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Principal:   Mr. R. Mesich    (Grade 12) 
Vice-Principal:   Mr. Colin Sharpe  (Grade 8 & 10) 
Mr. B. Scarr       (Grade 9 & 11)   
PAC Co-Chairs:    Ms. Julie Barrett & Mr. Andy Fontana 
Director of Instruction:   Ms. Nancy Gordon   (ngordon@deltasd.bc.ca) 
Liaison Trustee:     Mr. Daniel Boisvert   (dboisvert@deltasd.bc.ca) 



 
I hope that all of our students and families have an opportunity to spend time together and have a well-deserved  
break. Information for the upcoming school year will be posted on the Seaquam website and a newsletter  
will be sent to families electronically in August. The first day back to school will be September 3rd and the  
schedule for the first week will be outlined in the August Newsletter and on our website.  
 
I hope everyone has a wonderful summer break. 
 
Sincerely, 
R. Mesich 
Mr. Rick Mesich 
Principal 
 
 
Summer Office Hours 
 
The school office will be open Monday to Friday during the Summer from 8:30am to 1:30pm.  
 
Thank you Mr. Scarr and Mr. Sharpe 
 
I would like to recognize the tremendous support Mr. Scarr and Mr. Sharpe have provided the Seaquam community. 
Both Vice Principal’s will be moving to new roles next year. I wish them both well and know they will make 
incredible impacts on their new school communities. 
 
The new Vice Principals at Seaquam will be Mr. Close and Mr. Nikic. Mr. Close is joining us from Burnsview 
Secondary, and Mr. Nikic is joining us from Delview Secondary. Both Mr. Close and Mr. Nikic come highly 
regarded from their current communities. Welcome to Seaquam! 
 
Life Skills Class Coffee Cart Program 
 
The Life Skills class has developed a small business serving coffee on a weekly basis to staff. The students are 
responsible to take orders at the beginning of each week and serve coffee to staff every Friday. The social 
development of the Life Skills students has been tremendous over the course of the school year where they are 
gaining confidence in skills that most take for granted. Thank you to Ms. Miller along with her team of Educational 
Assistance who helped the students to develop this initiative. The Coffee Cart Program was featured in an article in 
the North Delta Reporter newspaper (see the link below). We are so proud of our Life Skills students for their 
service, taking risks and their accomplishments. 
 
 https://www.northdeltareporter.com/community/coffee-cart-business-helps-build-community-for-north-delta-
students-with-special-needs/ 
 
Commencement Photos and Graduation Diplomas  
 
This year’s graduates can pick up their Grad Photo in the Main office over the Summer during office hours (8:30am-
1:30pm). Graduation Diplomas will be ready for pick up on August 19th. 
 
Seaquam School Improvements 
 
Over the Summer and into the Fall, Seaquam will be experiencing some upgrades to the building to make our school 
environment more inviting for our students and greater community. These improvements will include: 
 

• the painting of the exterior of our building will be completed, 
• the locker faces for over 300 lockers will be refinished with a plan to refinish all of our lockers over time, 
• more benches will be installed around the interior and exterior of the building for students to sit during times 

outside of class time.  
• All of the exterior doors will be replaced 
• bulletin boards will be installed throughout the building for staff and students to post information for the 

community, 
• some classroom spaces will be renovated 

 
These improvements will help to make our school more inviting and welcoming to our students, families, staff and 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.northdeltareporter.com/community/coffee-cart-business-helps-build-community-for-north-delta-students-with-special-needs/
https://www.northdeltareporter.com/community/coffee-cart-business-helps-build-community-for-north-delta-students-with-special-needs/


Grade 7 Barbeque 
 
The Grade 7 Barbeque took place on Wednesday, May 22nd where the families of grade 7 students planning to 
attend Seaquam in September were provided with answers to some common questions students and parents have 
about high school life. The evening started with school tours led by staff and students. The formal part of the evening 
featured presentations from Mrs. Nancy Gordon, Assistant Superintendent, Mr. Daniel Boisvert, Trustee, our current 
PAC co-Chair, Ms. Julie Barrett, our Student Government Co-President Kashish Chopra and various Seaquam staff 
members. The evening ended with a barbeque that was financially supported by the Seaquam PAC. The attendance 
for this event was approximately 300 people. Thank you to Mr. Scarr, Vice Principal, Mr. Sharpe, Vice Principal and 
their volunteers for organizing the event and welcoming our new families to the Seaquam school community. 
 
Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) Competition 
 
Congratulations to six Seaquam students (listed below) for winning this year’s YRE Canada competition.  Young 
Reporters for the Environment is a United Nations sponsored program where students report and take action on local 
sustainability issues.  Participants (ages 11-14 and 15-18) investigate and report on environmental issues, and 
propose solutions, by using video, photography or writing.  For more information on the YRE Canada competition 
please visit: http://environmentaldefence.ca/yre/ 
 
This year, six students from Seaquam won awards in the high school category.  The 2nd place winners will receive a 
certificate and will have their work published on the Environmental Defense Canada’s website.  This year’s 1st place 
winners will have their work published in Canada’s ‘Alternative Journal (a national environmental magazine)  
( http://www.alternativesjournal.ca/alternativesjournal.ca ) and will become Canada’s official entry in the 2019 
International YRE competition [ http://www.yre.global/%20 ; http://www.yre.global/ ) against winners from 38 other 
countries for a chance to attend international sustainability conferences with world leaders.  YRE international 
competition winners will be announced in June from the competition headquarters in Copenhagen Denmark.  Over 
350,000 students from 38 countries throughout the world have participated. 
 

2019 YRE CANADA WINNERS FROM SEAQUAM SECONDARY 
 

Place Student Names Age 
Category 

Entry 
Category 

Prize 

1st Gurleen Bhandal 
Navreen Sekhon 
Soumil Walia 
 
 

15-18  VIDEO Publication in Canada’s 
Alternative Journal 
 
Entry as Canada’s representative 
in International YRE competition 

2nd Jasmeen Grewal 
Karena Kular 

11-14 VIDEO Publication in Canada’s 
Alternative Journal 
 

2nd Emmalee Barrett 15-18 
 

ESSAY Publication on YRE Canada 
website 

 
Message from the Seaquam Library Learning Commons: 
 
“When in doubt, go to the library.” ― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets. 
 
Seaquam Library Learning Commons is a place where students can discover, learn, and collaborate. We had over 
14,000 drop-in student visits and 244 class visits during the regular school hours this school year. The learning 
continued after school with the Homework Club, where Ms. Hudon, Ms. Duhamel, and Peer Tutors supported 
students with their homework from Monday to Thursday each week. 
 
Our online resources through our virtual learning commons (www.seaquamlibrary.com) were heavily used by 
students who were looking for reputable and authoritative sources. The Harry Potter Series, The Hunger Games, and 
The Maze Runner Series were the most circulated books in 2018-2019. 
 
George Mackie Library visited Seaquam for a “Get Carded” Event and presented many library opportunities and 
services to the students. The public library staff loved interacting with the students at Seaquam. Many appeared 
genuinely interested in library services and opportunities (e.g.ukuleles and databases). In addition, over 80 students 
signed-up for new library cards.  
 
Keep in mind that the public libraries (George Mackie Library and Strawberry Hill) are great places to find reading 
materials and programs during the Summer. 
 
Have a great Summer! 
Seaquam Librarians 
 
 

http://www.yre.global/
http://www.yre.global/


Plastic Bag Challenge 
 
In addition to winning the $1000 award for community engagement for the Plastic Grab Challenge, Rayne Inkster, 
Caroll Gao and Ashley Meagher presented to the Delta City Council Community Livability Advisory Council a 
couple of a weeks ago.  The group has been invited back to present to Delta City Council so that council can explore 
banning plastic bags in Delta. Congratulations for all of their work on this initiative. 
 

 
 
Kaitlin Strugnell Recognized at the Women's Deliver Conference 
 
Kaitlin Strugnell presented at the Women's Deliver Conference (a global conference to discuss gender equity) in 
early June.  She presented at the conference and was recognized by Canada’s Minister of International Development 
and Minister for Women and Gender Equality, Maryam Monsef. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Advice for our 2020 Graduating Students 
 
Dear 2020 Grad, 
 
As you prepare to enter your final year of high school, there are 2 opportunities I would like to bring to your 
attention,  and which,  I suggest you prepare for over the summer as the turnaround time for these come very quickly 
in September: 
 
MINI MED SCHOOL 
Every year, B.C. Children’s Hospital Research Institute offers a “Mini Medical School” lecture series for high 
school students.  Each high school in the province is permitted to nominate 3 students to participate in the program. 
 
Mini Med School is a health science youth outreach and public education program with a reputation for being 
“anything but mini.”  Every course curriculum is designed to give a basic understanding of the field while exploring 
up-to-the minute research, clinical applications, and social and ethical implications.  Attendees have the opportunity 
to hear from award winning scientists, interact with health science experts, and participate in hands on activities. 
In order to participate, you must be nominated.  To enter the competition, you must provide to Ms. Gehiere a letter 
of interest in this program.  Please submit your letter to the career centre no later than September 10, 2019.  Students 
will be selected competitively by the science department.  For full details, please visit the following link: 
https://www.bcchr.ca/events/mini-med-school/mini-med-school-vancouver 
 
LORAN SCHOLARS FOUNDATION 
The Loran Award is a nominated scholarship.  Winners are chosen based on academics, character, service and 
leadership. 
 
The selection of a Loran Scholar is unique in its attention to a young person’s character. We believe that integrity, 
courage, grit and personal autonomy are better indicators of overall potential than standard academic measures. To 
discover these traits, we administer the most comprehensive and thorough scholarship selection process in Canada. 
Tenable at 25 partner universities, the Loran Award is valued at $100,000 over four years, including mentorship, 
funding for summer internships and participation in an extensive network of past and present scholars. 
 
Full details can be found at: 
 
https://loranscholar.ca/ 
 
To prepare for these and other opportunities throughout the year, I suggest you start perfecting your resume and a 
personal profile letter.  UBC has a great link to assist you with this https://you.ubc.ca/applying-ubc/how-to-
apply/personal-profile/ 
 
Have a safe and wonderful summer.  See you in September. 
 
Miss Gehiere 
 
Graduation Scholarship Recipients 
 
The Seaquam Commencement Ceremony took place on Thursday, June 20th at the South Baptist Church in 
Tsawwassen. Several graduating students were recognized for their excellence in particular curricular and extra-
curricular areas. Congratulations to all of our scholarship recipients.  
 

Last Name First Name District Authority Community Award 
Banga Sonum Physical Activity Delta Youth Support Link 

Vendmaster Scholarship 
Bao Joanna Community Service 

 

Bassi Abnash  Loran Award  
Outstanding Senior Scholastic Award 
Senior Student of the Year Award 

Bauman Bria Fine Arts 
 

Bharaj Harlin Community Service 
 

Carswell Faith 
 

Dry Grad Scholarship 
Chopra Kashish 

 
ND Rotary Scholarship 
Outstanding Senior Service Award 

De Ste Croix Amy 
 

Dr. Kler's Outstanding Student 
Athlete  
Delta Hospital Foundation 
Scholarship 

Dempsey Cassidy 
 

CUPE 1091 Scholarship 
Dhami Gurleen 

 
Camille Gregory Memorial 
Scholarship 

Drescher Aidan 
 

Royal Canadian Legion Scholarship 



Fatima Muskan 
 

Ravi Kahlon Community Scholarship 
Graber-Olm Alexandra Physical Activity 

 

Gu Lily 
  

Guetre Jessica Community Service 
 

Hignell David Physical Activity 
 

Hsu Marianna Community Service 
 

Irfan Abeera Community Service 
 

Juatco Jello Physical Activity 
 

Kelly Kristin Physical Activity Jennifer's Catering Scholarship 
Knudsen Natasha Physical Activity Harris and Co. Law 12 Scholarship 

Kusch Riley 
 

Principal's Award - Service 
Langtry Troy Physical Activity 

 

Lawrie Samantha 
 

Principal's Award - Resiliency 
Lindau Lexy Fine Arts 

 

Lucy Victor 
 

North Delta Rotary Scholarship 
Macdougall Daryn Physical Activity 

 

Mackenzie Matthew 
 

Trevor Buck Memorial Scholarship  
Malenstyn Chase 

 
ND Minor Hockey Scholarship 

Malhi Parvin 
 

Delta Scottsdale Lions Scholarship 
Malone Ruksana 

 
Laura Szendrei Memorial Scholarship 

Masood Ahmed Community Service 
 

McDaniel Nicholas Physical Activity 
 

Meitz Elizabeth 
 

North Delta Lions Club Scholarship 
Meng Zoe 

 
Top International Student 

Milic Hannah Physical Activity Camille Gregory Memorial 
Scholarship 
Imperial Paving Scholarship 

Miller Jamie 
 

Canadian Federation of University 
Women 

Minty Victoria Fine Arts Vera Sanderson Memorial 
Scholarship 

Morrison Madeline Physical Activity 
 

Naqvi Kisa 
 

Beedie Luminaries Scholarship 
Pace Alyssa 

 
PAC Community Scholarship 

Pamintuan Antonio Physical Activity Grad Games Award 
Bill Stebbings Senior Athlete of the 
Year Award 

Parmar Dilpreet Physical Activity 
 

Pimentel Jim 
 

PAC Applied Skills Scholarship 
Rehan Meleeha 

 
Resiliency Award 

Rodriguez Catarina Trades and Tech Resiliency Award 
Sunshine Hills Tennis Scholarship  
Beedie Luminaries 

Rogan Emma 
 

Dry Grad Scholarship 
Sachal Abhay 

 
BC Hydro Power Pioneers 
Scholarship 
Youth Transforming Society 
Scholarship 
University of Toronto Book Award 

Saini Priya 
 

Association of Delta School 
Administrators Scholarship 
Outstanding Senior Scholastic Award 

Scomazzon Robynn 
 

Delta Youth Support Link 
Scholarship 

Silvey Josh 
 

Delta Fire Fighters Scholarship 
Singh Anika 

 
Grad Games Award 

Starr Kristin Fine Arts Delta Youth Support Link 
Scholarship 

Strugnell Kaitllin Community Service 
 

Sustituido Alleya 
 

Friesen’s Scholarship 
Szewcyzyk Kira Community Service 

 

Tait Sydney Physical Activity Dr Kler`s Outstanding Student 
Athlete Scholarship 
Bill Stebbings Senior Athlete of the 
Year Award 



Tang Bernice 
 

Artona Scholarship 
Friesen’s Scholarship 

Uppal Jaya 
 

Delta Teachers Association 
Scholarship 

Van Grol Natalie 
 

Luke Fahrmann; Poetker Scholarship 
Friesen’s Scholarship 

Wang Nian Nian 
 

PAC Fine Arts Scholarship 
Wang Tommy 

 
Resiliency Award 

Webster Taryn 
 

PAC School Community Scholarship 
Weibe Logan 

 
Principal's Award - Service 

Williams Jordan Fine Arts 
 

Wood Hannah Indigenous Culture Indigenous Scholarship 
Worth Matthew Technical and 

Trades 

 

Xie Oliver Fine Arts 
 

Yi Derek Physical Activity 
 

Yuen Marco 
 

Delta Youth Support Link 
Scholarship 

 
 

Have a wonderful Summer everyone! 


