
 
   

 
 
 

Friday, October 29th, 2021 

 

School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive effect on 

student well-being, engagement and achievement? 

 

Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the Coast 

Salish peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude to the 

Musqueam people who honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language means sunshine. 

We would also like to offer our respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and to the Elders and First 

Nations people who are with us today. 

 

Dear Seaquam students and families, 

 

Given the restrictions on indoor public gatherings in the Education sector, we have determined that previously 

scheduled Parent Teacher Interviews (November 10th) will not be delivered in the format previous to our 

pandemic environment. Instead of scheduled face-to-face appointments, teachers will be making two-way 

communication with families whose child is achieving 60% or less in a given course. Teachers will be reaching 

out by telephone, email or through a video Microsoft Teams meeting. If a teacher reaches out to a family 

through email, families can request a telephone conversation. Some teachers will be reaching out to families 

prior to November 10th in an effort to increase their chances of connecting with families. Those families whose 

child did not receive an Interim Report on October 14th and are achieving higher than 60% in their courses can 

reach out to teachers after November 10th for a conversation on their child’s progress. The Mid-Semester Report 

Card will be published on Thursday, November 18th where all families will be given an update on their child’s 

progress in a formal Report Card. We will be moving forward with an adjusted schedule on Wednesday, 

November 10th to provide teachers time to connect with families.  

 

Our adjusted day will also feature a virtual Remembrance Day Ceremony where the entire school will be 

recognizing the ultimate sacrifices others have made for the freedoms we are all privileged to experience on a 

daily basis. We can never take for granted our privileged lifestyles and must appreciate that others fought for 

future generations to have opportunities in life to pursue their passions. These brave Canadians deserve our 

utmost respect and attention to recognize their efforts annually on November 11th. 

 

Thank you to Ms. Sparrow-Ng. Ms. Chan, Mr. Lai, Ms. Gardner and Mr. Lebourdais for their efforts in creating 

a powerful student-led ceremony for our community. 

 

The adjusted schedule for will be: 

 

 Collaboration Time               8:30 - 9:10am (40 min) 
          Block A                            9:10 - 9:50am (40 min) 
          Block B                            9:55 - 10:35am (40 min) 
          Block C1                          10:40 - 11:20am (Remembrance Day Ceremony) (40 min) 
          Block C2                          11:20am - 12:00pm (teaching time) (40 min) 
          Block D                            12:05 – 12:45pm (40 min) 
 

 



Please see the important information items below. 

 

Important Dates: 

 November 1st   Musqueam Day (see below) 

 November 3rd  Flex Day (classes start at 8:30am) 

   Grade 10 Lit Assessment (see below) 

 November 10th  Collaboration morning (classes start at 9:15am) 

    Remembrance Day Ceremony 

    Parent Teacher Interviews (adjusted schedule) 

 November 11th  Remembrance Day (classes not in session) 

 November 17th  Flex Day (classes start at 8:30am) 

 November 18th  Mid-Semester Report Card published 

 

Musqueam Day 
Monday, November 1st is an important day for the Musqueam First Nation. November 1 represents the day in 

which Musqueam changed the history of Indigenous rights and title for all Indigenous Nations in Canada - the 

Crown must now recognize Indigenous title to Indigenous land.  On November 1st, 1984 Musqueam won a 

landmark case with the Supreme Court of Canada called the Guerin Case. This day has since been celebrated as 

Musqueam Day. For more information on Musqueam Day, please see the link below: 

 

https://www.musqueam.bc.ca/musqueam-day-2020/ 

 

COVID-19 information 

Please review the safety information below that we should be following as we move into the Fall. These 

measures will keep our community safe.   

 Get vaccinated 

 Stay home when sick 

 Do the daily health check with your student before they attend school - New health check form: 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/10/daily-health-check-english-
Sept-22.pdf  

 Wear a mask 

 Avoid long face-to-face non-mask exposures with others 

 Seek a COVID test as soon as possible after mild symptoms occur. This will significantly help to speed 

up the contact tracing process if the test result is positive.   

 For medical advice call 811 or see your doctor 

 Wash and sanitize your hands often  

 Follow all the school protocols 

 Check the District website for updates - Also the COVID page on our website will continue to be 

updated whenever we have new info: https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/news-events/news/information-for-

parents-guardians-novel-coronavirus/ 
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COVID-19 Exposures 

In the event that a family experiences testing protocols, or a self-isolation notice related to the COVID-19 virus, 

we are encouraging families to contact the school to inform us. We would like to centralize the collection of this 

information so that we can effectively follow up as necessary in an effort to keep our community safe. Please 

call 604-596-7471 or email seaquam.sec@deltasd.bc.ca. 

 

Please note: If an individual tests positive and contact tracers determine they may have been infectious while at 

school:  

 Parents, caregivers and staff will be notified by Fraser Health if their child is determined to be a close 

contact of a COVID-19 positive person. 

 Students and staff determined by Fraser Health as close contacts may be asked to self-isolate or self-

monitor. 

 Individuals who are not close contacts are not at increased risk, so don’t need to take any additional 

actions beyond continuing to follow general public health recommendations.  

 If there are multiple cases that are confirmed clusters or outbreaks, the whole school community will be 

notified.  

 

Disposable Mask Distribution 

The main office has been supplying students with disposable masks when they arrive to school without a mask. 

We are now finding that more students are requesting masks on a daily basis. We encourage all students to 

bring a reusable mask to school on a daily basis to limit the number of disposable masks that we need to 

distribute. The use of disposable masks has an impact on our environment when they are no longer needed. We 

would like to reduce the number of disposable masks we distribute on a daily basis. Our office team will be 

keeping track of who is requesting a disposable mask regularly and will be making calls to families to help their 

children remember to bring a reusable mask to school daily. Thank you in advance to our community for 

helping to reduce the use of disposable masks. 

Upcoming Provincial Assessments for Grade 10s and 12s 

During the course of this school year we will be providing opportunities for all of our grade 10 and 12 students 

to write the mandatory Provincial Literacy and Numeracy assessments. Our grade 10s will write the Literacy 10 

Assessment in the first semester and write the Numeracy 10 Assessment in the second semester. While our 

grade 12s will write the Literacy 12 Assessment on January 27th. These assessments will be scored on a four-

point scale and that value will be recorded on student transcripts. All three assessments must be completed as a 

requirement towards a student’s graduation. A link to the Provincial website is provided below where you can 

explore the assessment in more detail and even see examples of the types of questions that could be asked. Our 

teaching staff have been looking to build students’ numeracy and literacy skills across all courses your son or 

daughter is enrolled in here at Seaquam. The new curricular competencies encourage teachers to explore means 

of developing both skills in all subject areas. All of the assessments will be written while overlapping FLEX 

and Collaboration mornings to minimize the impact on classroom time. The Literacy 12 Assessment will be 

conducted during a non-instructional day so that grade 12s do not lose any instructional time from their classes. 

Details of Upcoming Assessments: 

Literacy 10 Assessment - 8:30am-11:30am 

· November 3rd (Surname Ahm-Kuz) 

· January 26th (Surname Lang-Zuv) 

Numeracy 10 Assessment – 8:30am-11:30am 
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· April 27th (Surname Ahm-Kuz) 

· June 15th (Surname Lang-Zuv) 

Literacy 12 Assessment – January 27th 

· 8:30am-11:30am Session (Surname Agu-Lav) 

· 12:00pm-3pm Session (Surname Le-Zuv) 

**Current Grade 11 students who did not write the assessment in grade 10 will be given an opportunity to 

complete it on April 29th during a morning and afternoon session. Available seats will be limited. ** 

NOTE: Students will be expected to confirm their assignment by registering for the above sessions under the 

FLEX tab in Student Connect. Students will receive instructions on how to complete this step in the coming 

week. 

Information about the Provincial Assessments: 

Get information on the provincial graduation assessments and exams for secondary school students. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/curriculum-and-

assessment/assessments/graduation  

Reporting Student Absences 

Please phone the school at 604-591-6166 or email seaquam.sec@deltasd.bc.ca to report a student absence of 

any kind, including students who may need to leave the school early for an appointment. 

 

Grade 12 Parent Meeting 

We will be hosting a Grade 12 parent meeting on Wednesday, November 3rd at 6:30pm via Microsoft Teams. 

The topics that will be covered at this meeting will be graduation credits, scholarship applications and post-

secondary applications. Ms. Masse, Grade 12 Counsellor and Ms. Gehiere, Career Counsellor will be 

facilitating this parent session. More information will be made available closer to the meeting date. 

 

Vision 2030  

We’re thrilled to unveil our Vision for the next decade. In total, the voices of almost 3,000 individuals were 

considered in developing Vision 2030 following dialogue with staff, students, families, education partners and 

local First Nations Peoples. We’re excited to follow this new direction as we support students present and future 

for the next decade. Please visit our website to see our new Vision, Mission and Values. 

 

You Matter Pocket Guide: Community Resources 

The link below provides our community members with community resources for all life challenging issues. This 

guide is an excellent support resource for what is available in the community. Please reach out to our 

Counselling team if your family requires some support. 

 

https://delta.ca/docs/default-source/social-planning/youmattertodeltapocketguide.pdf?sfvrsn=96d1a63c_2 
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We Scare Hunger Campaign 

Solutions Society has launched their food collection campaign:  We Scare Hunger!  The club is partnering with 

the Surrey Food Bank and holding a food drive!  There will be a competition between classes in Block A and 

the class that gets the most to donate wins a trophy.  Students as well as staff can donate and we will accept 

non-perishable food items, diapers, baby formula and baby food.  There is also a cash box located at the office 

to donate as well.  This is for anyone who would like to donate money, however this will not count towards the 

competition.  Let’s help to support our most vulnerable citizens in our community. 

 

Semester 1 Mid-Term Report Card 

A Semester 1 Midterm Report Card will be published on Thursday, November 18th in the Student Portal of 

MyEd. During this reporting period, parents are asked to have their student log in to MyEd so that they can see 

the report card. For year-long courses, this reporting period will serve as an Interim Report. Students whose 

level of achievement, work habits or attendance is not meeting expectations at this time should or have received 

an Interim Report.  

 

Spectators for Indoor Events (Updated) 

Since the beginning of the 2021-22 school year, spectators had limited opportunities to be present at indoor 

events (sporting and other) in Delta schools. 

 

This was due in part to: 

 

• Concerns around safety – the number of COVID-19 cases, including variants, is continuing to increase 

in our community. 

 

• Concerns around equity – under the provincial public health orders and guidelines, our indoor spaces, 

such as gymnasiums, are subject to limited capacity. 

 

• Concerns around compliance – operationally, it would be difficult for schools to monitor spectators’ 

adherence to the current health and safety guidelines. 

 

Secondary principals and district leaders value the opportunity for parents and fans to be able to attend indoor 

student activities and competitions, and have discussed how this could be accomplished in a safe, organized 

manner. 

 

Secondary School Administrators and district staff have made the decision to allow limited spectators for indoor 

events for the time being. At Seaquam, this means that only students, staff members, coaches, officials and 

immediate family members will be allowed in school gymnasiums or other spaces during games, or other 

events. 

 

In order to do so safely, the following guidelines must be adhered to by all spectators, players and coaches. 

Spectators must: 

 

• complete the Daily Health Check prior to their arrival. 

• sign in prior to entering the gymnasium. Spectators will be able to sign in electronically or using a 

paper sign in sheet. 

• enter directly into the east gym through the monitored south west entrance. 

• sanitize their hands before entering and exiting the gymnasium. 

• wear masks at all times. 

• sit according to the seating arrangement laid out by school staff. 

 

 



For double-court volleyball games: 

 

• Up to five parent drivers from the visiting team will be permitted to enter the gymnasium. 

• Parent drivers from the visiting team will be required to sit in the designated seating area and must not 

walk around to other areas of the gym. 

• Parents/guardians of players from the home team will not be permitted to enter the gymnasium. 

 

For centre-court volleyball games: 

 

• A limited number of parent/guardian/immediate family spectators will be permitted to enter the 

gymnasium. 

• Spectators will be required to sit in marked seating areas only in the bleachers in order to maintain 

distancing between individuals. 

 

In instances where the school is hosting back-to-back games in either the centre court or double court, the teams 

and spectators that are arriving for the second game must remain outside the gym until the preceding game has 

been completed. Once the first game has been completed, the teams and spectators from that game must leave 

the gym and are not permitted to remain to watch the following game. 

 

On behalf of the players, coaches and school staff, we thank you in advance for adhering to all safety guidelines 

and look forward to the safe return of spectators to indoor sporting events. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and continued support our Athletics Program. 

 

Student Recognition Award 

We will be reintroducing the Student Recognition Award where staff nominate students on a weekly basis for 

demonstrating positive actions towards their learning, towards others or in the community. Students who are 

nominated will receive a $5.00 Gift Certificate to the Cafeteria and be recognized in the office. 

 

PAC Ongoing Bottle Drive Fundraiser 

The Seaquam PAC has set up an account at all RETURN-IT depots where families can donate their empty 

bottles and cans to the PAC. Families can participate by placing their empties in a CLEAR plastic bag, print out 

a label at the kiosk by entering the phone number 604-500-9174 and leave the bottles there.  

 

The RETURN-IT Depot employees will sort the empties and credit the Seaquam PAC account. The funds 

collected will be used to support extra-curricular initiatives throughout the year. 

 

Counselling Department  

We encourage our families to connect with the appropriate grade Counsellor on any issues related to their 

child(ren). Our Counselling team is an excellent resource to help make your child’s experience at Seaquam 

positive. Please connect with the Counsellor by calling the school at 604-591-6166 or emailing them (see 

below). 

 

Grade 8 Mr. Arends (marends@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 9 Mr. Rickey (rrickey@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 10  Mr. Sall (jsall@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 11 Ms. Costin (msalmon@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 12 Ms. Masse (lmasse@deltaschools.ca)  

 

 



If you require support or are seeking answers, please contact teachers, counsellors, administrators or the Main 

Office. We are here to help families and students. 

 

Rick Mesich      Ian Close      Vlad Nikic  

Principal    Vice Principal     Vice Principal 

rmesich@deltaschools.ca    iclose@deltaschools.ca    vnikic@deltaschools.ca     


