
  

   

 

 

Friday, May 27th, 2022 

School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive effect on student well-

being, engagement and achievement? 

Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the Coast Salish 

peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude to the Musqueam people who 

honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language means sunshine. We would also like to offer our 

respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and to the Elders and First Nations people who are with us today. 

Dear Seaquam students and families, 

We are quickly moving into June and the school year will end quickly. The last day of formal classes is on Friday, June 

24th and students have little time to catch up on missed assignments and/or assessments. We encourage all students to 

connect with their Semester 2 teachers to ensure they are up-to-date and continue to focus their energy on continuing to 

improve their understanding of learning objectives in their given courses. We encourage our grade 12 students to continue 

to check to ensure they will have the requirements for graduation and that they complete the Career Life Connections 

12/Capstone course with Mr. Clarke. The completion of this course is a graduation requirement. 

Next week, we will be sending out our 2022-23 Calendar information which includes the Semester schedule we will adopt 

for one more year that includes regularly scheduled Flex Time. The adoption of regular Flex Time will be new for 

Seaquam and will be reviewed at the end of the 2022-23 school year to determine whether Flex Time is something that 

will continue in the future. There will be opportunities for input from all stakeholders over the course of next year to help 

to make a final decision for our school community long term. 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

The information below provides information on past and upcoming events. 

Important Dates: 

May 30    PAC 6:30pm Library (in person) 

May 31    Grade 12 ICBC Presentation (1:00pm) 

    Grad Talent Show 6:30pm 

June 1    Flex Day (classes start at 8:30am) 

June 2    Grade 7 Family Barbecue 

June 7    Grade 10-12 School Dance (6:00pm-9:00pm) 

June 8     Collaboration Morning (classes start at 9:35am) 

June 11    Red Carpet/Dinner & Dance/Dry Grad 

June 15    Flex Day (classes start at 8:30am) 

June 16    Final Music Concert 

June 21    National Indigenous People’s Day 



June 22    Collaboration Morning (classes start at 9:35am) 

    Gang Prevention Presentation (Grades 8 & 9) 

June 24    Last Day of Classes in Semester 2 

    Commencement Ceremony (South Delta Baptist Church) 7:00pm 

June 27-29   I Days 

June 29    Semester 2 Final Report Card 

June 30    Last Day of School Before Summer Break 

Seaquam Secondary Student Awarded Prestigious Scholarship 

Delta (May 16, 2022) – Nathan Manke, a student at Seaquam Secondary has been awarded a $40,000 post-secondary 

scholarship with The Cmolik Foundation in recognition of his achievements in overcoming adversity and excelling in his 

studies. The Selection Committee was impressed with Manke’s application, his academic goals, and his future career 

aspirations. The award recognizes and honours Manke’s hard work and commitment with this financial award and is keen 

to support Manke pursuing interest in pursuing a degree in computer science and music. 

Manke explains his future goals, “ten years from now, I envision that I am working with a team of people to program and 

develop a video game project, as well as the music for it. Video games and music have brought me happiness that I will 

bring to others.” 

“I have come to know Nathan as a kind, diligent, hardworking, and studious individual. Nathan is exemplary in his 

resilience to adversity and embodies all a Cmolik Scholar is”, says Seaquam teacher Jenny Gehiere. 

The Cmolik Foundation believes in the power of education to transform a student’s life journey. In addition to providing 

students with the funding to realize their dreams, the Foundation provides students with a Mentor, a supportive 

community of scholarship peers and alumni, as well as access to ongoing special events and professional opportunities. 

Students become part of a larger community dedicated to their post-secondary success. 

About The Cmolik Foundation 

The Cmolik Foundation was founded in 2008 to provide opportunities for youth who have experienced adversity in their 

lives. Rooted in a profound belief in the power of education to transform and empower, we support undergraduate and 

post-secondary education, mentorship, field trips and summer camps to support the healthy development of our youth. 

The Cmolik Foundation provides $40,000 scholarships to deserving students from across British Columbia. Currently we 

have 100 students enrolled in our Scholarship Program. As well, the Foundation offers several $30,000 scholarships to 

deserving alumni to pursue graduate studies. Finally, the Foundation is also known for the SFU Cmolik $100,000 Prize 

for the Best Enhancement in Public Education. 

Numeracy 10 Assessment 

Grade 10 students are scheduled to write the Numeracy 10 Provincial Assessment on Wednesday June 15th. To facilitate 

this process for 300 students, we will be closing all grade 10 classes for the day while students write in two sittings. The 

grade 10 students with surnames in the first half of the alphabet will write from 8:30-11:30 in the morning, while the 

second half of the alphabet will write from 12-3pm. No grade 10 classes will be in session that day as teachers will be 

invigilating the assessment.  

 

Specific details will be shared with students and parents/guardians in the coming weeks, but please mark your calendars 

until then. If there are any specific questions regarding this assessment, please contact the grade 10 counsellor, Mr. Sall 

at jsall@deltaschools.ca  
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Commencement Comments for Grade 12 Students 

The 2022 Commencement Ceremony will take place on Friday, June 24th at the South Delta Baptist Church in 

Tsawwassen. In preparation for this ceremony, we ask all grade 12 students to submit a 100-word comment that will be 

read as they cross the stage. Since a Seaquam Staff member will be reading this comment, please write your statement in 

the third person – you should not be saying "I would like to ..." but rather using your name to start the sentence and 

continue in the third person. For instance, in your write up, you might want to thank those people who have supported you 

in your high school journey, share your post-secondary plans and goals, write an inspirational statement, or whatever you 

deem appropriate. Please submit your Commencement comment in the Google form that can be accessed in the link 

below. 

 

https://forms.gle/BKiqW19NMgVCrAkbA 

 

Vex Robotics World Championship 

From May 3rd to 7th our school's robotics teams traveled to Dallas, Texas for the Vex Robotics World Championship. 30 

students in 7 teams from Seaquam competed against the best robots in the world. Our senior team, 9181W, earned the 

Amaze award in their division and placed fifth (out of 800 teams) in robotics skills. Please join me in congratulating 

Julian Pietraroia, Reade Legal, and Vincent He from 9181W for their amazing performance! Our grade 11 students from 

9181N were also recognized at worlds for their programming and communications skills with the Think award in their 

division. Congratulations to Owen Reid, Trevor Ruttan, Carter Jones, and Krithik Keshan Tamilselvan from 9181N! I 

would also like to send out a huge thank you to parents who helped support the teams to get to worlds and to the parents 

who helped as chaperones. For all students it was an incredible journey that they will remember for the rest of their lives. 

 

 
 

Get Active! What Role Can Physical Activity Play In Mental Health?  

Life can be stressful. Fortunately, physical activity can help children and youth who are experiencing low 

moods or stress by supporting mental and emotional wellness. Encouraging kids to get active every day – in and 

outside the classroom – can help increase their resiliency to stressful situations and increase self-esteem and 

self-worth. There is also research to show that participating in higher intensity activities, like running, 

swimming or cycling, can help increase the release of feel-good hormones, like endorphins, and 

neurotransmitters, like dopamine and serotonin. Why not sign up for Bike to School Week? It takes place from 

May 30 – June 5.  
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Dry Grad Volunteers Needed 

Volunteer opportunities for "Grade 8 - 11 parent sign up" are now open for the Dry Grad events including both Red 

Carpet and the Dry Grad.   

 

The Red Carpet takes place on June 11th with volunteers required for set up in the morning and for the event which begins 

at 12.45pm. 

 

Dry Grad takes place on June 11th from 10.30pm and continues overnight until 5:00am June 12th. Volunteers are needed 

for set up and for the overnight event. Volunteer opportunities include: 

 

-  set up volunteers to decorate etc. 

-  bus chaperones to accompany grads from downtown back to North Delta  

- casino dealers 

- food area volunteers  

- security (we have a security company but typically we have some parent volunteers who are off duty police 

officers)  

- general volunteers for the different areas at the grad 

- coat check  

 

Please click on the following web link (or copy it into your web browser if clicking doesn't work) to go to the signup 

sheet: 

volunteersignup.org/WQTFC 

 

To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page. It only takes a few seconds to complete. 

 

Thank you in advance for volunteering to support our graduating students! 

Please contact us at seaquamdrygrad2022@gmail.com with any questions.  

 

Susan Worth 

seaquamdrygrad2022@gmail.com 

 

Camp Ignite 2022 

“Camp Ignite” is an opportunity for one girl in Grade 11 or 12 to go to a 3-day camp from August 4 – 7, 2022.  This camp 

is a hands-on learning environment to promote women in the fire service. A registration form can be found online at the 

link below. The deadline for registration is June 1. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LovAeSW_r5RryWS4oWvPrdTa_mJiTF_7/view 
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Indigenous-Focused Graduation Requirement 

Recently, the Ministry of Education announced that as part of the Province of British Columbia’s commitments to truth, 

reconciliation, and anti-racism, they will be implementing an Indigenous-focused graduation requirement for all 

students.  This requirement is expected to come into full effect in the 2023/24 school year for all graduating students (will 

impact our current grade 9 & 10 students). 

Indigenous-focused course options: 

• BC First Peoples 12 (also meets Social Studies 11/12 grad requirement) 

• English First Peoples 12 (also meets the Language Arts 12 grad requirement) 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & New Media 11 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & Spoken Language 11 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & Writing 11 

• English First Peoples Literature 10 

• English First Peoples New Media 10 

• English First Peoples Writing 10 

• English First Peoples Spoken Language 10 

It is important to note that the English First Peoples 12 course meets the Language Arts 12 requirement for 

graduation and is considered equivalent to the English Studies 12 course and is recognized and accepted as such by all 

major universities and post-secondary institutions in BC.  

The big ideas, learning standards, curricular competencies and course content for all courses can be viewed at the BC 

Ministry of Education Curriculum website.  Direct links to specific areas for the courses above are listed here: 

• English 12 & English First Peoples 12 

• BC First Peoples 12 

For more information on the new Indigenous-Focused Graduation Requirement please refer to the BC Ministry of 

Education document: 

Indigenous-Focused Grad Requirement Overview 

(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-

12/support/graduation/indigenous_grad_requirement_detailed_overview.pdf) 

We wanted to provide our families with this information early so conversations can be had to regarding future course 

planning options. 

Delta Summer School Program 

Every year, the Delta School District offers a variety of Summer School classes for students for either remediating a class 

that they did not pass or take a completion course. The Delta School District has now opened registrations for students and 

families for the Summer of 2022. I would encourage students to connect with their Grade Counsellor for advice on the 

potential courses to take over the Summer. 

 

The Summer School offerings in Delta can be found in the link below. Space is limited and we recommend that students 

register as soon as possible.  

 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/programs/continuing-education/summer-school-registration/ 
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Graduation Events: 

With the easing of restrictions in K-12 schools, we are hoping to offer graduating students a full complement of 

graduation activities. The activities will include: 

 

Tuesday, May 31st Grad Talent Show 

Saturday, June 11th Red Carpet 

   Dinner & Dance (Vancouver Wall Centre) 

   Dry Grad (North Delta Recreation Centre) 

Friday, June 24th Commencement (South Delta Baptist Church) 

 

As we move closer to these dates, more information will be provided.  

 

Covid Information Central: 

Delta School District:  

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/news-events/news/information-for-parents-guardians-novel-coronavirus/ 

Health Canada  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html 

BCCDC  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/self-isolation/close-contacts 

Fraser Health 

https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus#.YeG7xFjMLUI 

Ministry of Education  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-safe-schools 

PAC Ongoing Bottle Drive Fundraiser 

The Seaquam PAC has set up an account at all RETURN-IT depots where families can donate their empty bottles and 

cans to the PAC. Families can participate by placing their empties in a CLEAR plastic bag, print out a label at the kiosk 

by entering the phone number 604-500-9174 and leave the bottles there.  

 

The RETURN-IT Depot employees will sort the empties and credit the Seaquam PAC account. The funds collected will 

be used to support extra-curricular initiatives throughout the year. 

Reporting Student Absences 

Please phone the school at 604-591-6166 or email seaquam.sec@deltasd.bc.ca to report a student absence of any kind, 

including students who may need to leave the school early for an appointment. Please state whether the absence is due to 

illness or an appointment. 

 

Student Recognition Award 

We will be reintroducing the Student Recognition Award where staff nominate students on a weekly basis for 

demonstrating positive actions towards their learning, towards others or in the community. Students who are nominated 

will receive a $5.00 Gift Certificate to the Cafeteria and be recognized in the office. 

 

Counselling Department  

We encourage our families to connect with the appropriate grade Counsellor on any issues related to their child(ren). Our 

Counselling team is an excellent resource to help make your child’s experience at Seaquam positive. Please connect with 

the Counsellor by calling the school at 604-591-6166 or emailing them (see below). 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/news-events/news/information-for-parents-guardians-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19
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https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus#.YeG7xFjMLUI
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Grade 8  Mr. Arends (marends@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 9  Mr. Rickey (rrickey@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 10  Mr. Sall (jsall@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 11 Ms. Costin (msalmon@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 12 Ms. Masse (lmasse@deltaschools.ca)  

If you require support or are seeking answers, please contact teachers, counsellors, administrators, or the Main Office. We 

are here to help families and students. 

 

Rick Mesich      Ian Close      Vlad Nikic  

Principal    Vice Principal      Vice Principal 

rmesich@deltaschools.ca    iclose@deltaschools.ca    vnikic@deltaschools.ca     

mailto:msalmon@deltaschools.ca

