
  

   

 

 

Friday, June 3rd, 2022 

School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive effect on 

student well-being, engagement and achievement? 

Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the Coast 

Salish peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude to the 

Musqueam people who honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language means sunshine. 

We would also like to offer our respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and to the Elders and First 

Nations people who are with us today. 

Dear Seaquam students and families, 

This weekend recognizes the importance of Fathers and male role-model in children’s lives with Father’s Day 

on Sunday, June 19th. I encourage everyone to honour and celebrate the contributions of our fathers or 

significant male role-models in our lives who have helped and guided us in our life’s journey. I want to take this 

opportunity to thank all fathers for their dedication, love and support of their children. These sentiments should 

not be reserved for a particular day of the year, but we should always appreciate those who make a huge 

difference in our lives. Happy Father’s Day. 

We hope you all have a wonderful weekend. 

The information below provides information on past and upcoming events. 

Important Dates: 

June 21   National Indigenous Peoples Day 

June 22   Collaboration Morning (classes start at 9:35am) 

    Gang Prevention Presentation (Grades 8 & 9) 

 

June 24   Last Day of Classes in Semester 2 

    Commencement Ceremony (South Delta Baptist Church) 7:00pm 

June 27-29   I Days 

June 29   Semester 2 Final Report Card 

June 30   Last Day of School Before Summer Break 

 

 

 

 

 



National Indigenous Day – Tuesday, June 21st 

June 21st  marks the 24th annual recognition of National Indigenous Peoples Day, which began in 1996. 

Previously called National Aboriginal Day, it is an official day to celebrate the culture and contributions of First 

Nations, Inuit and Métis communities in Canada. June 21 was chosen because of its alignment with the summer 

solstice, which is a significant day to the many Indigenous Peoples and communities who have celebrated on 

this day for generations. The day was created with the support of various Indigenous groups, and passed by 

Governor General Romeo LeBlanc. In 2009, the House of Commons passed a motion to make the month of 

June National Aboriginal History Month. 

 

This day can be commemorated in many different ways which celebrate the different talents, traditions and 

diversity of Indigenous peoples in Canada. In past years, Indigenous communities have celebrated with 

powwows, potlatches, festivals or movie screenings by Indigenous filmmakers. It is a day to both honour the 

contributions and struggles of Indigenous peoples in a Canadian context, while recognizing the continued 

brilliance of Indigenous people in the face of colonization. 

National Indigenous Peoples Day is important for all Canadians to observe. Non-Indigenous peoples can learn 

about the history, culture and perspectives of Indigenous communities in Canada, and remember the role settlers 

have played in Canada’s history. 

Commencement 2022  

Seaquam’s Commencement Ceremony is quickly approaching, and we are all excited to honour our grade 12 

students on Friday, June 24th at the South Delta Baptist Church in Tsawwassen. Students are asked to be at the 

venue by 4:45pm for a walk-through session and for them to familiarize themselves with the flow of the 

ceremony. Doors will open at 6:30pm for our audience members and the ceremony will begin at 7:00pm.  

The ceremony will be live streamed for those who cannot attend in person and can be viewed in the link below. 

https://sportswave.ca/ 

Commencement Gown Distribution - Wednesday, June 22nd 

The Commencement gowns will be distributed to grade 12 students on Wednesday, June 22nd at lunch in the 

Main Gym. Stations will be set up in alphabetical order for Grads to obtain their correctly sized gown. A 

reminder that Grads will be able to keep the gowns and will not have to return them after the Commencement 

Ceremony. There will be a second opportunity to pick up gowns on Thursday, June 23rd at lunch in the Main 

Gym as well. 

 

Gang & Drug Presentation – Wednesday, June 22nd 

The grade 8 and 9 students will experience a Gang and Drug Presentation by Doug Spencer who is a member of 

Odd Squad Productions Society. Odd Squad is a charitable organization comprised of retired police officers. 

The organization is recognized as an international leader in the field of drug and gang education for youth. Odd 

Squad ascribes to the notion that ‘an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure’, and that drug prevention 

and education programs are much more effective and healthy investments for our youth than treatment.  

Doug has recently retired after 40 years in policing, having spent the majority of his career working as a Gang 

Investigator and Youth Squad Officer. He is the only recognized Gang Expert in the Supreme Court of British 

Columbia, and in 2018 received the Governor General’s Award for Meritorious Service for his work with Odd 

Squad. In his 12 years as a member of Odd Squad, he has delivered over 370 presentations to nearly 38,000 

elementary and high school students across BC, Yukon, and the Northwest Territories outlining the truth about 

gangs, drugs, and the life-changing choices that all adolescents face. His presentations are gritty, real, and 

interactive. He doesn’t just tell kids to say no, but educates them about the truth – about gangs, drugs, vaping, 

and peer pressure - so they are able to come to that conclusion on their own. The talks are appropriate for 

students from grades 5-12, and can be adapted for time, topic, and audience. 

https://sportswave.ca/


The schedule for June 22nd will be: 

Grade 8 students: 8:30-9:30am (during Collaboration Time) 

   Students need to be seated by 8:20am 

Grade 9 students: 9:40-10:40am (during first period) 

Both presentations will be in the Theatre. 

Get Active!  

In our final instalment of the Get Active! Campaign, we challenge you to sign up for the ParticipACTION 

Community Better Challenge, a national physical activity initiative that encourages Canadians to get active in 

search of Canada’s Most Active Community. It is open to everyone and all minutes tracked on the app and 

website from June 1 – 30 count towards a community’s total score.  

 

Learn more here:  

https://www.participaction.com/enca/programs/community-challenge  

 

Also, check out these helpful resources from the Canadian 24-Hour Movement Guidelines:  

• Help Kids Build Their Best Day Infographic  

• Canadian 24-Hour Movement Guidelines  

 

We hope you’ve enjoyed our Get Active! Campaign, and that it’s inspired your family to incorporate more 

physical activity into your daily routines. 

 

Indigenous-Focused Graduation Requirement 

Recently, the Ministry of Education announced that as part of the Province of British Columbia’s commitments 

to truth, reconciliation, and anti-racism, they will be implementing an Indigenous-focused graduation 

requirement for all students.  This requirement is expected to come into full effect in the 2023/24 school year 

for all graduating students (will impact our current grade 9 & 10 students). 

Indigenous-focused course options: 

• BC First Peoples 12 (also meets Social Studies 11/12 grad requirement) 

• English First Peoples 12 (also meets the Language Arts 12 grad requirement) 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & New Media 11 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & Spoken Language 11 

• English First Peoples Literary Studies & Writing 11 

• English First Peoples Literature 10 

• English First Peoples New Media 10 

• English First Peoples Writing 10 

• English First Peoples Spoken Language 10 

It is important to note that the English First Peoples 12 course meets the Language Arts 12 requirement for 

graduation and is considered equivalent to the English Studies 12 course and is recognized and accepted as 

such by all major universities and post-secondary institutions in BC.  

https://www.participaction.com/enca/programs/community-challenge


The big ideas, learning standards, curricular competencies and course content for all courses can be viewed at 

the BC Ministry of Education Curriculum website.  Direct links to specific areas for the courses above are listed 

here: 

• English 12 & English First Peoples 12 

• BC First Peoples 12 

For more information on the new Indigenous-Focused Graduation Requirement please refer to the BC Ministry 

of Education document: 

Indigenous-Focused Grad Requirement Overview 

(https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/kindergarten-to-grade-

12/support/graduation/indigenous_grad_requirement_detailed_overview.pdf) 

We wanted to provide our families with this information early so conversations can be had to regarding future 

course planning options. 

Delta Summer School Program 

Every year, the Delta School District offers a variety of Summer School classes for students for either 

remediating a class that they did not pass or take a completion course. The Delta School District has now 

opened registrations for students and families for the Summer of 2022. I would encourage students to connect 

with their Grade Counsellor for advice on the potential courses to take over the Summer. 

 

The Summer School offerings in Delta can be found in the link below. Space is limited and we recommend that 

students register as soon as possible.  

 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/programs/continuing-education/summer-school-registration/ 

 

Covid Information Central: 

Delta School District:  

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/news-events/news/information-for-parents-guardians-novel-coronavirus/ 

Health Canada  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html 

BCCDC  

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19 

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/self-isolation/close-contacts 

Fraser Health 

https://www.fraserhealth.ca/health-topics-a-to-z/coronavirus#.YeG7xFjMLUI 

Ministry of Education  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-safe-schools 
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PAC Ongoing Bottle Drive Fundraiser 

The Seaquam PAC has set up an account at all RETURN-IT depots where families can donate their empty 

bottles and cans to the PAC. Families can participate by placing their empties in a CLEAR plastic bag, print out 

a label at the kiosk by entering the phone number 604-500-9174 and leave the bottles there.  

 

The RETURN-IT Depot employees will sort the empties and credit the Seaquam PAC account. The funds 

collected will be used to support extra-curricular initiatives throughout the year. 

Reporting Student Absences 

Please phone the school at 604-591-6166 or email seaquam.sec@deltasd.bc.ca to report a student absence of 

any kind, including students who may need to leave the school early for an appointment. Please state whether 

the absence is due to illness or an appointment. 

 

Counselling Department  

We encourage our families to connect with the appropriate grade Counsellor on any issues related to their 

child(ren). Our Counselling team is an excellent resource to help make your child’s experience at Seaquam 

positive. Please connect with the Counsellor by calling the school at 604-591-6166 or emailing them (see 

below). 

Grade 8  Mr. Arends (marends@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 9  Mr. Rickey (rrickey@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 10   Mr. Sall (jsall@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 11  Ms. Costin (msalmon@deltaschools.ca) 

Grade 12  Ms. Masse (lmasse@deltaschools.ca)  

If you require support or are seeking answers, please contact teachers, counsellors, administrators, or the Main 

Office. We are here to help families and students. 

 

Rick Mesich      Ian Close      Vlad Nikic  

Principal    Vice Principal     Vice Principal 

rmesich@deltaschools.ca    iclose@deltaschools.ca    vnikic@deltaschools.ca     

mailto:seaquam.sec@deltasd.bc.ca
mailto:msalmon@deltaschools.ca

