
 

 

SEAQUAM PAC MEETING 
 

January 25, 2021 

Meeting start time: 6:30 pm via Zoom 

 

In attendance: 

Julie Barrett  Natalie Dusanj  Rick Mesich  Dawn Shortt   

Krista Barrett  Kat Maihara  Ravi Sharda  Deb Gotschalk 
Lahkvir Brar  Douglas Clay Andy Fontana  Tom & Heather Legal 
Dong Chen  Victor   Katlyn Owsnett Ranita Kaja 
RC 
 
Motion to accept minutes from last meeting: Natalie Dusanj and Dawn Shortt   
       
Principal’s Report - Mr. Mesich 
 
School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive  

effect on student well-being, engagement, and achievement? 

Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the 

Coast Salish peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude 

to the Musqueam people who honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language 

means sunshine. We would also like to offer our respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and 

to the elders and First Nation people who are with us today. 

1. Welcome: Krishna Sharma Grade 11 Counsellor 

   Connie Wang  French 

   Robert Ducharme Math/Science 

   Helen Sperry  Photography 

 

2. Christmas Hampers:  

On behalf of the Seaquam staff, 17 hampers were organized by the office staff to give to our 

most vulnerable families. Ms. Virk, Mr Chen-Campbell and Ms. Amorelli delivered the hampers. 

All families were surprised and appreciative of the gesture from the school. 

 

3. Safety Issues: 

Since March 2020, our community has been adjusting to life with COVID-19 and over this time 

period, we had to incorporate and adjust our safety measures to mitigate situations to help stop 

the spread of the virus. We reported in last week’s newsletter that a trend was developing since 

Winter Break where students left their session 1 classes to congregate in large groups. We 

understand that socializing is an important aspect of a child’s development, but under our 

current environment we must limit the opportunities for large gatherings. The adjustment about 

having all students remain in the Nutrition Break/Flexible Learning Time after session 1 has 

been effective. We hope that in the near future we will not have to limit students from 

congregating. 



 

 

On another safety issue, we have been requesting that families not drop off or pick up their 

children on school property as it is a safety concern, especially when students are starting or 

ending their school day. We have been messaging this measure on various platforms, including 

the weekly newsletter and posted the message on our exterior electronic sign, to hopefully have 

families comply. Last week, we had 3 students hit by a car in our front parking lot at the end of 

session 2. Thankfully the students were not hurt seriously. I once again want to remind families 

that pick-ups and drop offs should be conducted on Lyon Road or elsewhere and not on school 

property. We are hoping this type of accident never happens again as families will comply with 

this safety measure moving forward. 

4. 2021-22 Timetable & Course Planning 

We are planning to develop a Quarter schedule for next September with cohorting and hybrid 

classes. As with everything else in the pandemic environment, this plan may change as we 

move closer to September 2021. 

 Course planning with student has started with Counsellors meeting with students to guide them 

through the process. We will be having virtual parent meetings according to the schedule below: 

 Grade 7  Tuesday, January 26th  

 Grade 8 Monday, February 8th  

 Grade 9 Tuesday, February 9th 

 Grade 10 Wednesday, February 10th  

 Grade 11 Thursday, February 11th  

 Students will be able to input their course selections into the system starting on Monday, 

February 22nd  

 

5. Numeracy and Literacy Assessments 

We will be conducting Numeracy and Literacy Assessments this week on January 25th, 26th and 

29th. The assessments will all take place in the Theatre where we can safely physically distance 

the students. The detailed schedule will be: 

• Monday, January 25th – Grade 10 students with last names starting with O to S 
• Tuesday, January 26th – Grade 10 students with last names starting with T to Z 
• Friday, January 29th – Grade 10 students with last names starting with A to F 

See the Seaquam website or last week’s Family Letter for more details. 

 

6. End of Quarter Two & Transition Day 

 The final day of Quarter 2 is Tuesday, February 2nd with regular classes. 

 Wednesday, February 3rd is a Transition Day.  
 The purpose of the Transition Day is: 

o To provide opportunities for students to demonstrate evidence of learning 
o Students may choose to attend to complete missing assignments or 

assessments 
o An entire class may be called in to continue learning with an assessment or a 

project 



 

 

o Some classes will be optional for students to attend 

 

Unless a teacher has made a specific arrangement with a student, students who choose to 
attend are expected to arrive for either an 8:30am, 11:40am or 1:25pm start time. Teachers will 
be communicating with students how this day will be organized. 

  

7. Student Teachers 

Seaquam will be hosting a number of student teachers from both UBC and SFU over the course 

of the next few months. The Student Teachers will be under the supervision of the regular 

teacher and University Advisor. Typically, students obtain a rich experience with having a 

Student Teacher, but if there are concerns, please contact the regular teacher or the grade 

administrator. 

 

8. Code of Conduct Update 

A committee was formed early in the year to update the Seaquam Code of Conduct with the 

goal of developing an acronym for students to remember. The committee is working with the 

acronym CARES and will be obtaining feedback from students, parents and educators before 

implementing it. 

Community 

Attitude 

Respect 

Excellence 

Safety 

 

9.  Student Learning Survey 

 As part of an annual feedback process, the Ministry of Education, in conjunction with the  

Delta School District, conducts the Student Learning Survey for students in grades 10 and This 
survey will provide students with an opportunity to evaluate their experience at Seaquam. More 
information about the surveys will be shared with students and their families in the coming 
weeks. 
The Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) Survey 
Grade 8 families will be receiving information about the Middle Years Development Instrument 
(MDI) survey which is a part of a study through the University of British Columbia on the 
wellbeing of our students. For more information on the study, please see the link below: 
http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/ 

 
Co-Chair Report – Julie Barrett & Natalie Dusanj 
 

o Grad celebrations – waiting to see what we can do 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Tom Legal 
 

• Completed transfer to new bank account 

• Tom to take over as treasurer from Natalie 

http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/


 

 

• PAC purchased 100 Grad masks to give as appreciation gifts to staff (total $550) 

• Regular: $3,015.00 

• Gaming: $36,890.00 
 
DPAC Report – Lakhvir Brar, DPAC Vice Chair 
 
1. Update from Delta School District on the Framework for Enhanced Student Learning 

• FESL is a Ministry of Education policy to help achieve the following objectives: 
o Improve educational outcomes for all students 
o Focus on “The Educated Citizen” 
o Enable through capacity building, strategic planning, coordinated implementation and 

reporting.  
• At the District, work is underway to fulfill the requirements of this policy. Top priorities include: 

o Develop a multi year District strategic plan and individual school plans 
o Align operational plans with the strategic plan 
o By Sept 2021, create the Enhanced Student Learning Report to report on progress on 

the strategic plan 
• Stakeholder engagement (including parent/guardians) for input into the District strategic plan 

and individual school plans to commence this Spring. 
• For more information: 

o District info page: https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/district/our-vision/district-framework-
enhancing-student-learning/ 

o Ministry of Education info page: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-
training/k-12/administration/legislation-policy/public-schools/framework 

2. District Bold Vision 

• Plans to refresh the District’s vision, mission, and values - looking forward to 2030 
• District will engage representatives from education partner groups in the visioning and planning 

process, including parents, this Spring. 
• For more information: https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/district/our-vision/ 

3. Update on District initiatives to support at risk youth 

• Partnership with Yo Bro | Yo Girl Youth Initiative: Program focused on cultivating resiliency in at-
risk youth and empower them with tools to avoid the perils of drugs, gangs, crime, and violence. 

• For more information: https://ybyg.ca/ymet 

4. Delta DPAC meeting 

• Next meeting will be held on Monday, February 22 at 7pm via Zoom. 
• Invited guests will be Delta School Board of Trustees. This meeting will provide an opportunity 

to engage with and hear from Trustees on topics of interest. 
• For more information: https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/resources/delta-parent-advisory-council-dpac/ 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:20pm 
Next Meeting: February 2021 – date TBD 
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