
 

 

SEAQUAM PAC MEETING 

 

May 31st, 2021 

Meeting start time: 6:32 pm via Zoom 

 

In attendance: 

Julie Barrett  Natalie Dusanj  Rick Meisch  Dawn Shortt   
Krista Barrett  Tom Legal  Meenakshi Bhatti Kat Maihara 
Harman Sidhu  Carmen Caelian Deb Gottschalk Douglas Clay 
Sridhar   Lakhvir Brar 
 
Motion to accept minutes from last meeting: Natalie Dusanj, Harman Sidhu  
       
Vice-Principal’s Report - Mr. Close 
School Goal:  Will a school wide focus on fostering student health and wellness have a positive  

effect on student well-being, engagement, and achievement? 

Acknowledging the traditional territory of the Tsawwassen and Musqueam First Nations and all of the 

Coast Salish peoples who have been stewards of this land since time immemorial.  We offer gratitude 

to the Musqueam people who honour our school with the name, Seaquam, which in their language 

means sunshine. We would also like to offer our respect to all the Elders who have gone before us and 

to the elders and First Nation people who are with us today. 

Students: 

1. Ms. Gardner and her Musical Theatre Class created a virtual theatrical event called “Journey 

Through the Decades”. The musical ran from April 22nd to 24th. The student performances were 

outstanding and the virtual setting allowed for extended family to watch as well. Congratulations 

to all the students and Ms. Gardner for creating a marvelous event that was enjoyed by many. 

2. Food Hampers for Vulnerable Families 

Congratulations to Seaquam students, Aditi and Anika Kini, who secured a grant to create 10 Food 

Hampers that include $100 in food and a $25 Gift Certificate. Aditi and Anika secured the grant through 

the Youth Leadership Society of BC. Thank you Aditi and Anika for your display of compassion and 

making a positive impact on the lives of others.  

3. Seaquam Student Wins Gold at National Science Fair Competition 

Congratulations to Hassan Ahmad, grade 9 student, who won a Gold Medal for his entry into the 

National Science Fair Competition.  

Congratulations Hassan! The Seaquam community is extremely proud of your accomplishment. 

4. Seaquam Students Win 2021 Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) Canada 

National Competition 

Congratulations to Grade 9 students, Anika Dass and Diya Dhaliwal, whose submission to the 2021 

Young Reporters for the Environment (YRE) National competition was selected as the winning entry 

and will become Canada's entry in the YRE International competition. Congratulations to both students 

and good luck in the International competition. 

5. Seaquam Robotics Compete at World’s Competition 

Our Robotics’ teams competed at the World’s tournament virtually. Both our Senior and Junior teams 

competed extremely well and garnered praise from teams throughout the competition. As Mr. Singbeil 



 

 

stated, this tournament placed Seaquam on the World Robotics Map. Congratulations to all of our 

Robotics’ students. Occasion  

6. On May 3rd, Seaquam’s Music Program performed virtually showcasing our Choir and our 

various bands. Ms. Sparrow-Ng and Ms. Chan included performances from our catchment 

elementary bands as part of the program. The students performed extremely well that evening 

and there will be a final concert in June. More details to come. 

7. Semester Schedule 

The timetable next year will be a Semester schedule where students will focus on 4 classes for half of 

the school year. The schedule will include Flex Time once every 2 weeks as our pilot process for Flex 

was interrupted by the pandemic and our staff would like to complete that process before making a final 

decision to completely embed Flex Time weekly. 

 

A Semester schedule was selected based on the feedback we received from students, families and 

staff. This schedule also allows us to pivot quickly if we are required to move between stages in the 

Provincial COVID-19 Health Safety Guidelines for K-12 Settings. Also, staff developed values that they 

felt were important in any schedule we select. These values included: 

Manageable pacing 

Manageable course load 

Students connecting with supports 

Maximizing face-to-face time 

Being flexible for safety measures 

 

We feel that the Semester schedule addresses these values and the concerns raised by our parent 

community about the length of Quarter classes and access to supports for students. 

The Semester Schedule will also have rotating blocks in a Day 1 and Day 2 schedule. 

The Semester schedule is one a 1-year basis while we deal with COVID 19. 

8. 2021-22 School Calendar 

Earlier today, a 2021-22 school calendar was shared with our community that reflects the 

implementation of the Semester schedule. The calendar identifies Reporting dates, Pro D days, 

Collaboration and Flex Wednesdays, holiday breaks and statutory holidays. The calendar also provides 

a Bell Schedule for parents 

9. Yearend Awards 

We are developing an Awards recognition process that will not recognize our students in some way by 

the end of the year. We will share the process in the weeks to come. It will not be as extensive as in the 

past due to our pandemic environment. 

 

Also, Principal’s List and Honour Roll will be changing in years to come. As teachers transition to 

Performance Based Standards with anecdotal feedback and are moving away from numerical 

indicators, it is getting more and more difficult to produce these awar5ds. We will be continuing both 

awards for grades 10 through 12 this year. We will monitor how the Ministry of Education extends these 

assessment practices to the senior grades. 

10. Grad Commencement Event 



 

 

This past weekend we hosted the Commencement Production Event at Seaquam Secondary. We were 

able to invite families to participate after we received an adjustment to the safety guidelines on May 14th 

from Fraser Health. Our staff pivoted quickly to make this opportunity happen. 

Grads and families experienced a Red Carpet event that started on Lyon Road and continued into our 

cafeteria with many photo opportunities. Then, the students and families separated to experience the 

Commencement portion of the event where families witnessed their child crossing the stage. Students 

then went to another photo and video opportunity in the Cap toss event and finally an opportunity for a 

family photo. 

The premiere of the Grad Video is on June 25th at 5:00pm. 

 
Co-Chair Report – Julie Barrett & Natalie Dusanj 

Committee for 2021-2022 

• Chair: Natalie Dusanj 

• Vice Chair: Kat Maihara 

• Secretary: Krista Barrett 

• Treasurer: Tom Legal 

• DPAC: Lakhvir Brar (DPAC Chair for all of Delta) 

• Members at Large (3): (Meena) Meenakshi Bhatti, following 2 members to be appointed 

at our next meeting. 

 
Treasurer’s Report – Tom Legal 

• Gaming application is done 

• Current PAC account $2,825.63 

• Current Gaming account: $12,435.02 

• Total approved 2020/21 gaming requests $33,892.27 

• Total funds spent to date $24,916.41 

• 2020/21 Gaming Request Balance $8975.86 

• Natalie has set up a bottle drive account at ReturnIt.com - monies are spent on staff 

appreciation breakfasts, etc. More info will come soon for families to drop bottles for the 

PAC account. 

 
DPAC Report – Lakhvir Brar, DPAC Vice Chair 

• Working on plans for the next school year. 

• Vision 2030 work: still underway. Surveys are still available for parents and students to add their 
input into the process. We’d love feedback. 

 

Other 

• Earthquake bin: contact from the district has appointed a person to oversee all the bins in the 
district. Is now touring bins and will meet with Natalie to make sure that bins are prepped. 
Inventory will be kept at a district level. 

• District has transitioned from first class to outlook so new emails for staff end with 
@deltaschools.ca 

• Lockers for September? Yes if we go back to stage 1 (prior to pandemic) 



 

 

• Grad: no larger grade celebrations no matter what stage we reach - until September 

• Specials Thanks to Julie Barrett for leading our PAC for the past 15 years! And thank you to 
Deb Gottschalk for being a part of our PAC and overseeing the emergency bin. We’ll miss you 
both and wish you many blessings on your next adventure! 

 
Meeting Adjourned: 7:22pm 
Next Meeting: Have a great summer! 


